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● Carly West - MYP coordinator
● Jody Parker - Secondary Principal
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● Christine Berk - Primary Principal
● David Monk - Director
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TOPICS 

There are some BIG and EXCITING changes ahead 
for your child!

Today we are going to cover changes related to…

➔ going from the PYP to the MYP
➔ course selection and scheduling differences
➔ secondary school policies
➔ perks and responsibilities in secondary school
➔ support for our new secondary students!



From the Primary Years Programme 
to the Middle Years Programme
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The MYP builds on the 
skills, knowledge and 
attributes acquired in the 
PYP. Children continue to 
learn through inquiry.

Today we are going to talk 
about some of the 
changes in the curriculum 
and how the students will 
be assessed.
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PYP to MYP

Middle Years 
Programme (MYP)

Grades 6 – 10

Primary Years 
Programme (PYP)

Preschool - Grade 5
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MYP as a holistic learning experience

The MYP is a holistic model: 
there are no ‘core’ subjects, and 
the programme is underpinned 
by a commitment to 
International-Mindedness

Staying the same: Approaches 
to Learning (ATLs)

Big Change: Assessment!
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Approaches to Learning (ATLs)

In the 
MYP, your 
child will 
build on 
skills they 
already 
started 
developing 
in the PYP!
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Numerical Grades Based on Criteria

This is a big change! Here’s how 
it works…

★ Students will engage in inquiry-based 
learning, just like they do in the PYP. 

★ They will learn the content and 
develop skills focused on specific 
criteria 

★ They will be formatively assessed on 
that criteria throughout the unit 
through written feedback posted on 
ManageBac → homework and 
classwork!

★ Finally, they will be summatively 
assessed on the same criteria for 
which they will receive a numerical 
grade (1-8)

Criteria-Based Assessment
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ManageBac instead of SeeSaw

● Homework (and whether your child has submitted it!)

Don’t worry if you are not used to ManageBac - there is a session at the 
beginning of the year for new secondary parents!

Another big change!
● Yearly Planner & Welcome 

Letters
● Attendance
● Behavior notes
● Calendar
● Formative assessment 

(comments, no grades)
● Summative assessment 

(comments, and numerical 
grades 1-8)



Course Selection and 
Schedule Differences
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Staying the 
same: 
Building on 
many of the 
same subjects

Big Change: 
Different 
teachers for 
each subject
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Secondary School Policies
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New Policies for Rising Secondary Students

★ Academic Integrity – All academic work, formative and 
summative, is completed by the student without the support of 
AI or external help, unless organized or approved by the teacher.

○ First offense → Teacher meets with the student and a note 
is written on ManageBac

○ Second offense → MYP Coordinator, teacher, and student 
meet, and a note is sent home to the family

○ Third offense → A meeting with the family

★ Cell phone policy – No cell phones out during the school day, 
even during breaks.

○ First offense → The student picks it up at the end of the day
○ Second offense → A parent must come pick it up from the 

school
○ Third offense → A meeting with the family

★ Dress Code – Dress appropriately for learning!



So far…

Are there any questions 
about: 
➔ Curriculum
➔ Assessment
➔ Scheduling changes
➔ Secondary school 

policies 
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Extra Perks and 
Extra Responsibilities
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Some PERKS to being a 6th grader!

Freedom: we trust our middle school students with lots of 
responsibility for themselves, their time, and their environment. 

The Innovation Lab: there are so many exciting things our 
students do and make in their new Design lessons as well as in 
break times or after school. 

School groups: Students can join the JEDI, 
Green Team, Student Council, and many after 
school activities. 

Lockers: Students love the responsibility of 
having a locker! They help them to be more 
organized and to travel with fewer books 
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Outside Service Program – Secondary

Students in the MIDDLE SCHOOL have the opportunity to take part in trips that 
promote community building, the learner profile attributes and environmental 
awareness.

LAST YEAR - 

● 6th Grade – Overnight trip in Portofino
● 7th Grade – Lake Garda 
● 8th Grade – K Nature - Campania

HIGH SCHOOL focus on Service in Action and International Mindedness, 
developing the skills and knowledge to be able to take action and give service to other 
communities.

● 9th grade - Libera - Campania
● 10th grade - Brussels
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Some CHALLENGES to being a 6th grader!

More homework, and assessments… But teachers set 
age-appropriate tasks, and these grow in complexity 
and demand as the students themselves grow.

Students need to be more organised because during 
class time you cannot go to the bathroom / lockers… 
But advisors and teachers help students to develop 
personal skills and approaches to learning skills, 
including self-management.

Sometimes it can feel scary to move into secondary 
school… But one thing our students always highlight is 
the positive relationships between teachers and 
students, and students have a class advisor and our 
on-site psychologist.



Supporting rising 6th graders in 
transitioning to Secondary School!
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Social, Emotional, and Physical Development

● Advisory Programme 
● Supported focus on 

transition and 
development

● Focus on ATL skills 
through the 
curriculum

● Sports matches
● Personal Project 
● Service as action
● Field trips for Service 

as Action
Switzerland trip, Sept. 2022

Nervi Porticciolo Beach Clean Up, June 2023
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The Role of the Advisor

★ Support all 6th graders in their 
transition from Primary to 
Secondary school.

★ Guide students in discovering new 
methods of organization as they 
adjust to the new schedule and 
classes in secondary.

★ Support students’ social and 
emotional growth and well-being 

★ Implement the year-specific 
advisory program 

★ The 6th Grade advisory program 
focuses on the following:

MYP ITALIAN A & B

MS. CAPILLI

Italian

Current 6th Grade Advisors
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6th Grade Advisory Curriculum

★ The concept of personal wellbeing (physical, 
emotional and social)

★ How to make and maintain positive 
friendships

★ How to practice empathy
★ The definition and types of bullying and the 

difference between friendly banter and 
bullying

★ Workshop on the psychological impact of 
bullying with Ms. Ivana

★ What boundaries and consent are
★ How to communicate boundaries clearly
★ Puberty workshop with Dr. Ginevra Capone

AND… One hour of week in the library to help 
develop a love of reading! 
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Your Child’s Support Network!



And some things don’t change!
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IB learner profile



We are a community of adaptable learners who inspire a love of learning that extends beyond the 
walls of the school. 

The following principles are the foundations upon which our school is built:

Respect
We foster respect for self, others and the environment, which is based on compassion, inclusivity 

and a celebration of diversity. We embrace the interconnectedness of our world, while 
maintaining a sense of individual identity.

Responsibility
We develop creative problem solvers who have the capacity to enact positive change, and who 

feel empowered to take action in their immediate and global environment.

Reaching for Excellence
We nurture the confidence, imagination and resilience that form the pathways to individual 

success. 

Respect, Responsibility and Reaching for Excellence 26

ISG MISSION STATEMENT



THANK YOU!!

Any final questions?!
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